Chazal (Talmudic Rabbis) on Trei Asar — Minor Prophets
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Baba Batra 14b

Our Rabbis taught: The order of the Prophets is, Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Jeremiah, Ezekiel,
Isaiah, and the Twelve Minor Prophets. Let us examine this. Hosea came first, as it is written, God spake
first to Hosea. But did God speak first to Hosea? Were there not many prophets between Moses and
Hosea? R. Johanan, however, has explained that [what It means is that] he was the first of the four
prophets who prophesied at that period, namely, Hosea, Isaiah, Amos and Micah. Should not then Hosea
come first? — Since his prophecy is written along with those of Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi, and
Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi came at the end of the prophets, he is reckoned with them. But why
should he not be written separately and placed first? — Since his book is so small, it might be lost [if
copied separately]. (Translation follows Soncino edition.)



